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A letter from the General Service Board 
of Australia has advised of a new AA 
preamble that has appeared in the July 
edition of Grapevine. 

The new preamble features a 
replacement of men and women with 
the more inclusive ‘people’. 

The full letter (see page 7) states that 
the topic was discussed in AA groups 
across the United States and Canada 
for two years in the 70th and 71st 
General Service panels. 

“As a result of those conversations the 
delegates of the General Service 
Conference passed a series of votes, in 
a sequence of events that culminated 
with the final advisory action 
requesting: 

The preamble revision replacing the 
words ‘men and women’ with the word 
‘people’ be presented to the General 
Service Board for approval as the new 
revised AA preamble.” 

The letter states that the preamble is 
copyrighted to the AA Grapevine Inc. 
and the Australian fellowship has to 
accept their changes. 

New preamble appears in the July edition of the Grapevine. 

 
A new preamble has been accepted by the General Service Board 
of Australia. 

“The preamble revision replacing the 
words ‘men and women’ with the 
word ‘people’ be presented to the 
General Service Board for approval 
as the new revised AA preamble.” 
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Bill’s story inspires AA member 
Carly O talks about her fascination with history, and how the Bill W movie 
inspired her to keep going in AA. 

 

I’m Carly and an Alcoholic. My sobriety date is 
24 June 2016. Thank you for asking me to write 
a piece in such valuable piece of literature of 
AA I’m very honoured.  

I like history and that’s what is in the Big Book. 
At the time of coming in though the Big Book 
was too much for my head. I had joined a Big 
Book study women’s group and the mention of 
the Bill’s story movie went around.  

I quickly said yes, I would love to watch that. 
The following weekend we watched it. What 
happened to me while watching that; I could 
understand what was written in the book and I 
had an understanding of the disease better. 

Then the next Big Book study my head was 
open to reading more. I really enjoy reading 
the history of Bill & Bob and how AA got 
started. It makes me appreciate and be grateful 
for what I have in this lifetime. Also, if they can 
do it during the war the depression and 
everything else in those years, I certainly can’t 
see why I couldn’t give this a go and stay 
before the miracle happens.  

Thankyou for asking me to write a piece in such 
valuable piece of literature of AA I’m very 
honoured. Thankyou. 
 

Following is what Bill said on technology, 1960, and was posted by Carlz on the AA Canberra (by 
your CSO) Facebook page. 

“A vast communications net now covers the earth, even to its remotest reaches. Granting all its 
huge public benefits, this limitless world forum is nevertheless a hunting ground for all those who 
would seek money, acclaim, and power at the expense of society in general.  

Here the forces of good and evil are locked in struggle. All that is shoddy and destructive contests 
all that is best.  

Therefore, nothing can matter more to the future welfare of A.A. than the manner in which we 
use the colossus of communication. Used unselfishly and well, the results can surpass our present 
imagination. 

Should we handle this great instrument badly, we shall be shattered by the ego demands on our 
own people-often with the best of intention on their part.  

Against all this, the sacrificial spirit of A.A.’s anonymity at the top public level is literally our shield 
and our buckler. Here again we must be confident that love of A.A., and of God, will always carry 
the day.” 

Bill W. from "Freedom Under God: The Choice is Ours," November 1960 
 
 

Bill’s story continues to inspire AA members around 
the world. 
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John W celebrates 35 happy years 

On Founders Day early in June I notched up 35 years of 
sobriety.  
In 1986 I went to the AA celebration in a school in 
Canberra, very sick coming off a three-day bust after 
two weeks in Detox and another months sobriety.  
The old saying if you bust you go right back to the 
condition you were in or worse. So true! 
I really was confused, nauseous and totally bankrupt 
spiritually. There was a dance on Saturday night for 
members, I had to go because I didn't believe you could 
dance when sober.  
I was amazed, everyone was dancing and enjoying 
themselves SOBER! WOW. 
My sponsor told me that the urge to drink would ease 
after 12 months. It didn't and I went looking for him to 
abuse him.  
Luckily he was out of town so I kept doing meetings 
every day, sometimes 3, morning, lunch and dinner. The 
fog and anger was lifting, I could better care for my 
children as some one else in our house was drinking 
heavily.  
I never missed a day of meetings, they were essential.  
Now after 35 years life is easier, the battle within me 
has settled but I still the practice the principle of a day 
at a time.  
I was fortunate in my early days to join the Reservoir 
Group in Spence ACT with strong members like Justin, 
Bernie, Graham, the Late Jan N and my friend Judy.  
Life sober is so much easier. Today I support new 
members and enjoy old friendships in our fellowship.  
Thank you AA, thank you members. John W  
 

 

Former Canberran, John W, celebrates the easier, softer way after 35 
years of sobriety and a rocky start. 

I really was confused, 
nauseous and totally 
bankrupt spiritually. 

Grateful for the strength of members. 
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Positions vacant at Area B 

 

Posted by Del Eisentrager on 
the AA’s Facebook site. 
 

"I prayed for change 

so I changed my mind. 

I prayed for guidance  

and learned to trust myself. 

I prayed for happiness and  

realized I am not my ego. 

I prayed for peace  

and learned to accept others 

unconditionally.  

I prayed for abundance  

and realized my doubt kept it 
out. 

I prayed for wealth  

and realized it is my health.  

I prayed for a miracle 

and I realized I am the miracle.  

I prayed for a soul mate 

and realized I am with the One. 

I prayed for love 

and realized it is always 
knocking,  

but I have to allow it in. "  

- Molaana RUMI  
(from: Prayers of Mewlana 
Rumi) 

 

Area B is still looking for 
committed AA members to 
join the team. 

Positions are two-year terms 
and are important jobs that 
keep the AA presence in 
Canberra and the regions in the 
public mind. 

AA members are welcome to 
come along to any of the Area 
B committee meetings (see 
itinerary below) and find out 
more about the positions. 
Positions vacant are listed in 
the panel at right and are .  

Alternatively, just email the 
Area B committee at: 

 

 
 
 
 
If you are interested then email 
area-b-
committee@googlegroups.com 
 

 

Area-b-committee@googlegroups.com 
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Notices … Notices … Notices … Notices 

Place your notice here!! 
Got an event you want the AA 
community to know about? 

Send your submissions through to 

bline.areab@aacanberra.org 

 

Become a B-Line contributor 

We are looking for your stories: 

• personal 

• group notices 

• any topic for consideration 

Email: bline.areab@aacanberra.org 

Phone: 0422 591 344 

Please help us to spread the news in Area B by contributing your notices in B-Line and reading them 
out to your group. Even better, if you print out one or two copies and have them for group members 
to read. Notices from regional areas are most welcome. Help us to help carry the message about 
what’s happening in Area B and keep us all informed. Thank you! 

 

Become a friend of B-Line  

• Print a couple of copies and take them to your 
group 

• Read the notices in B-Line when making other 
announcements at your meeting 

•Nominate a group member to look after all 
things B-Line 

•Group announcements and upcoming events 
that Area B might be interested in 

• Submit your personal recovery story 

•Write about the program. 

•Submit a personal recovery story 

Join the team 

• Become part of the B-Line production team 
(currently it’s a team of one and there’s not 
always time to do this newsletter properly) 

•Do you have design skills? 

•Do you have a communications/journalism 
background? (it doesn’t matter if you don’t) 

•Do you want to help us find stories in the various 
meetings you attend? 

• Can you provide a regional update: from 
Goulburn to Cooma; Yass to Bega? 

• Become the editor—current rotations 

B-Line needs your help! 
 

Area B is committed to forging better 
communications with the large and diverse 
region that Area B covers. 
This is an exciting opportunity for AA members 
in Canberra and regional communities to make 
a difference and carry the message.

Marie T: 0416 755 309 
Graham M: 0422 591 344 
Email: area-b-committee@googlegroups.com 

Next Riverina Intergroup 
Got an event you want the AA 

August 21 (Saturday)—Goulburn 2pm 
St John of God Hospital, Bourke Street  
(rear of hospital) 
Kerry – 0419 934 148 
Pauline – 0409 309 419 
 

Sydney Roundup Cancelled 

The October 2021 Sydney Roundup 
has been cancelled. 

Uncertainty around Covid-19 has 
made planning unworkable. 

Planning for October 2022 is 
underway. 
 

Loners Internationalists 
(LIM) Australia 

The Editor, PO Box 33 
BALD HILLS QLD 4036 

limaustralia11@gmail.com 

mailto:bline.areab@aacanberra.org
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RIVERINA INTERGROUP—2021 CALENDAR 

August 21 (Saturday)—Goulburn 2pm 
St John of God Hospital, Bourke Street  
(rear of hospital) 
Kerry – 0419 934 148 
Pauline – 0409 309 419 

September 18 (Saturday)—Condobolin 2pm 
Old School Library, Molong Street 
Eddie – 0429 953 135 

October 23 (Saturday)—Leeton 2pm 
Leeton Hospital, Seminar Room 2 
Wayne – (02) 6953 3031 or 0404 557 391 

November 27 (Saturday), and Sunday 28—Young 
CWA Hall, Lovell Street  
Bert – 0402 090 201 
Robert – 0477 973 736 
 
Schedule for Young AA/Al-Anon Weekend 

Saturday, November 27 
11am-12.30pm—Al-Anon Meeting 
2pm—AA Intergroup Meeting 
6.30pm—event TBA 

Sunday, November 28 
10am—Spiritual Concept Meeting 
12pm—barbecue lunch/farewell 

For all enquiries contact: 
Bert – 0402 090 201 Robert – 0477 973 736 

Allie – 0414 225 484 Tom – 0412 814 795 

 

Notices … Notices … Notices … Notices 

 

 


